
THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURES 
November 6, 2022 

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
2 Maccabees 7:1–2, 9–14    2 Thessalonians 2:16—3:5    Luke 20:27–38 

 

Reflection by: Sister Elise Redmerski, OP 

The Sadducees were a conservative socio-religious sect that refused to observe 
anything beyond the fifth book of the Torah. They were the wealthy aristocratic 
Jews. They lived by the written law and had no place for oral tradition. They denied 
the immortality of the soul and bodily resurrection. They did not believe in heaven or 
hell and believed that when you died that was the end. This was in opposition to 
Jesus who preached about life after death. 
 
To the Sadducees, there was no resurrection after death. Denying the resurrection 
and to prove Jesus wrong, they presented the situation in today’s gospel. Their trick 
question to Jesus was that after the woman married seven times, whose property 
would she be in heaven? Jesus simply stated that in heaven there was no marriage. 
Jesus knew that the Sadducees saw women as just a means of producing children 
to bring hope for the future by carrying on the family name. His answer emphasized 
the dignity of women. 
 
I believe in heaven and pray these words at Mass on Sundays: “I believe in the 
resurrection of the body and life everlasting.” I don’t know about you but on not-so-
good days, I sometimes have doubts and question the afterlife. I find that scary. 
How depressing to have been a Saducees and anyone else who has no hope for the 
future. 
 
In 1969, Peggy Lee recorded a very popular song called Is That All There Is? The 
lyrics recount three terrible, unresolved situations in life. After each one she sings, ”If 
that’s all there is my friends…then let’s keep dancing.” So if that is all there is for you, 
my friend, then keep on dancing. 


